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Hazard Annex C: Coastal Storms

Coastal storms may arrive as tropical depressions (maximum sustained winds of 38 mphor
less), tropical storms (maximum sustained winds of 39-73 mph), or hurricanes (maximum

sustained winds of 74 mph or more, ranging from Category 1-6). Hazards associated with

coastal storms include: flooding; flying debris; extreme winds and tornados; torrential rain;

and power outages due to downed trees and power lines.

|—I Determine which buildings, infrastructure, and essential services would be at risk by
flooding.

Assess potential infrastructure impacts from winds and heavy rains:

□  ■ Assess the ability of facility infrastructure to withstand extreme winds and rain.
■ Consider infrastructure-hardening measures (e.g., impact-resistant windows).

In the days prior to landfall, review forecast information and intelligence, anticipated
□  impacts, and facility resource levels to determine facility readiness to implement

protective actions.

Maintain communication with the County Office of Emergency Management and Health
Emergency Preparedness Coalition to receive storm reports for the area.

I—I In the absence of direction from NYSDOH and local authorities (e.g., mandatory
evacuation order), determine which protective action to implement.

Implement protective action. Refer to Annex A: Protective Actions in the Base Plan for
□ more information. If the decision is made to evacuate, please refer to the NYSDOH

Evacuation Plan Template.

Q Reassess the situation at regular intervals (e.g., 96 hours, 72 hours, 48 hours, 24 hours)
to determine whether additional protective actions are required.

EH Evaluate conditions of staff and residents and identify needs and gaps in services.

EH Assess infrastructure damage and continued threats to staff and residents.

Q Report status to external partners (e.g., NYSDOH Regional Office, County Office of
Emergency Management) and/or relatives and responsible parties, as appropriate.
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